Message

From: Nickle, Richard (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) [ran2@cdc.gov]

Sent: 10/31/2017 6:12:36 PM

To: Werner, Lora [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=921f9f156035403fab05c142a287ccla-Lwerne02]

CC: Edge, Charles (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) [ibd7 @cdc.gov]

Subject: RE: Ames Warehouse Fire Parkersburg - OH comment

Charles, while Um working on a thing in Cincinnati, can you work with Lora to finish this oft? At 1130, ODH
was supposed to be almost through with their comments. Whenever the state gets done, Bill Cibulas signed off
on it vesterday. We can fire it off to Lora’s mailing list of folks.

From: Werner, Lora S. (CDC epa.gov)

Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2017 11:07 AM

To: Nickle, Richard (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) <ran2 @cdc.gov>
Subject: Ames Warehouse Fire Parkersburg - OH comment

Hi Rich — I am thinking the highlighted ones below are the “we’s” that ODH wanted clarified. | think the last
sentence is fine. | will call Rebecca now and bug her about if they have any other comments thanks Lora

Beginning shortly after the fire started on October 2188, EPA and the Stete have been monitoring environmental
wmé tions around the Ames Warghouse fire at Camden and Broadway in Parkersburg, Additiona! alr monitoring
was conducted by the Center for Toxicology and Environmental Health {CTEHY working for Wood County
authorities beginning the Monday after the fire started. Becauss information on the contents of the warshouss
has not hean certain, this air monitoring has focused on particulate matter less than 10 micrometers in diamster
{PRATDY and less than 2.5 micrometers {PRM2.5) to track the smoke from the fire. These particulates are small
enough to be breathed deep into the lungs and are wsually a good indicator of potential health

issues, Additional measurements have basn made of common breakdown products of plastics and carbon
monoxide. Carbon monoxide is 3 measurement that can be used to evaluate any fire

Tha pri mas'ga concern for health officials has been “spikes™ of both PMI0 and PMZE, These spikes have been
above 24 hour alr quality standards for open air for brief periods of tUme during the day or night, You can learn
mars about air quality standards at httos /S www airnow. gov/s ook for information on the Al Guality Index
{801} on the right side of the page.  Many of the spikes have pecurred after midnight unti just befors dawn,
usually lasting for periods of less than an hour up to about 4 hours, Then the concentrations dropped below the
alr standards, Because of wind conditions and the hilly nature of the ground around the warshouss, i is not
known how long thess higher concentrations have lasted in any given ares away from the sampling
locations, Local suthorities in corsultation with state and federal public health and environmental officials
made ‘?IE’?E% recommendations to protect pulblic health, Including advice on sheltering in thelr bomses and am:}ée:i%ng
the smoke, West Virginia officials consulted freguenthy with their countarparts in Ohio to make surg everyons in
the area possibly affectad by the smoke from the five wers made aware of the recommendations to protect
themsalves, Alr quality in the area of the fire havs improved dramatically over the weaekend, Average resulls on
Gotober 2728, 2017 from EPA showed PMZE results In the good to moderate air gquality indeg ranges. There
were much lower and less reguent spikes of higher concentrations compared to what wers obsery m‘i garier in
the week, with the maximum values as expected at the spurce air perimeter monitoring logatio

smoke from any fire irritates the lungs, nose, and throat, Individuals with pre-existing respiratory and cardiac
conditions are more sansitive o the sffects of the smoke from this fire. From what we have AT80E has ssenin
the environmental data so far, once exposurs to the smoke from this fire has stopped, any symptoms should
subsside fairly quickdy. I any individual has symptoms that persist, they should corsult first with their personal
4:%0, ors ecause your doctor knows yvour personal health better than anvons else. Uther professionals through
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the local hospitals, regional potson control canters, and public health agencies are available to your doctor to
help them understand the effects of the smoke in mder 0 hely vou,

Thera have bean strong plastios odors as well as typical combustion odors in areas whars the smoks has
besn, Information on what would be causing thess odors 5 not known, The public health implications of these
odors cannot be determined untll additional information s available, However, strong odors in air can cause
symploms in people. Some people are more sensitive to envivonmenial odors than others, In general, as the
smells from the smoks indrease, more people may experience symptoms. Symptoms from O(§O§“§ vary based on
yvour personal sensitivity to the odor. Young children, the siderly, and pregnant women may be more sensitive to
odors than other people. In general, the most common symptoms from odors are headaches; nasal congestion
eye, nose, and throat ritation; nauses, and cough. People maore sensitive to odors can experience chest
tightness, shorinsss of braath, wheezing, heart palpitations, nausea, drowsiness, and meantal depression. Thess
3‘\;?&‘ g}’gomg generally ooour at the time of exposure and tend to subside quickly when the odors go away, The
wensity of these symptoms depend on the concentration of the odor iy alr, how often vou smsll i, and how
if}ﬁg vousmel i Avolding the smoke and the odors when vou can should reduce vour reaction. You can lsarmn
move about odors and their health effects gt https:/Awww atsdr.ode sov/odors/inde html

West Virginia Health and Ohio Health initiated o provess called syndrosic surveillance through the local
hospitals, Syndromic surveiliancs is a means of fracking sigrs and symptoms of exposurs to smoks, From what
wedinae ATRDR has lwarned so far, people in the areas potentially affected by the smoke have done well
protecting themcgévgs following the advice from local officials. The need for additional studies {s being
considerad, is determined that thue a nead or henefit for additional studdiag, state and federal health
agencies will wark through local authorities to conduct those studiss. When additional information on the
contents of the warehouse and ths air and water guality becomes available, a betier appreciation of the
potential health effects of this fire can be made. This additional information should help with the decision for
ary additional studis

The health and environmental professionals working on this fire will continue to work together until we are
confident that the community concerns are addrassed.

Lora Siegmann Werner, MPH

Regional Director, Region 3

Division of Community Health Investigations

Agency for Toxic Substances & Disease Registry (ATSDR)/Centers for Disease Control & Prevention
c/o EPA Region 3

1650 Arch Street

Mailstop 3HS00

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Desk phone: 215-814-3141

Cell phone: 215-588-9778

Fax: 215-814-3003

Emails {only need to use one): lkw3@cdc.gov and werner.lora@epa.gov
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